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Urban Renewal.—Federal grants and loans are available under the Act to assist
provinces and municipalities undertaking programs of urban renewal. CMHC, with
IPederal Government approval, may arrange with a municipality to undertake a study to
identify blighted areas, determine housing requirements and provide data upon which an
orderly program of conservation, rehabilitation and redevelopment can be based. The
federal contribution may be as much as 75 p.c. of the cost. The legislation also authorizes
federal contributions equal to one half of the costs of preparing an urban renewal scheme
setting out proposals for urban renewal action, a similar cost-sharing arrangement for the
implementation of a scheme, and loans up to two thirds of the provincial or municipal
share of the cost of carrying out an urban renewal scheme. Loans may be for 15 years at
an interest rate preseribed by the Governor in Council. To encourage the improvement
and conservation of housing meeting minimum standards of construction, loans are avail-
able for the sale, purchase or refinancing of existing housing in urban renewal areas not
designated for demolition.

CM HC Building.—The Corporation may construct and administer housing and certain
other buildings on its own account and for other government departments and agencies.
Its responsibilities include the provision of architectural and engineering designs, the
calling of public tenders and the administration of construction contracts—including any
necessary on-site surveying and engineering. On such contracts the Corporation carries
out full architectural and engineering inspections.

Research.—CMHC is concerned with building technology in the formulation of stand-
ards for housing construction, in the use of suitable materials and in the development
of new building techniques. The Corporation has no laboratory facilities but has direct
experience of performance in the field and seeks the advice of specialists in various agencies
and departments of the Federal Government in such matters. Research into the factors
affecting housing is concerned with the measurement of the demand for new housing, the
volume of new housing built and the supply of mortgage money for house construction.
The Corporation also co-ordinates and publishes statistical information on housing.
Funds provided under the National Housing Act support the activities of the Canadian
Housing Design Council, the Community Planning Association of Canada and the
Canadian Council on Urban and Regional Research.

Other Federal Legislation.—The Farm Credit Act, 1959 provides for federal long-term
loan assistance for housing as well as for other farm purposes (see pp. 485-486); the
Veterans’ Land Act, 1942 provides a form of loan and grant assistance to veterans for
housing and other purposes (see p. 352); and the Farm Improvement Loans Act, 1944
(see pp. 483-484) provides for guarantees for intermediate- and short-term loans made
by approved lending agencies to farmers for housing and other purposes. These three
statutes are concerned only incidentally with housing.

Provincial Assistance.—All provinces have complementary legislation providing
for joint federal-provineial housing and land assembly projects and, in addition, most
provinces have enacted separate legislation with respect to housing. Details of such
assistance may be secured from the provincial government departments listed in the
Directory of Sources of Official Information included in Chapter XXVII under the heading
of “Housing”.

Subsection 2.—Housing Activities in 1966-67

Housing starts declined sharply in 1966, numbering 134,474 dwelling units compared
with 166,565 in 1965, a decrease of 19.3 p.c. However, completions were higher in the
later year, increasing from 153,037 units in 1965 to 162,192, with the result that there was
a marked drop in the inventory of dwellings under construetion from 119,854 units at the
beginning of the year to 88,621 units at the year-end. In terms of new investment,
housing construction represented expenditures of $2,181,000,000 in 1966, a 2.3-p.c. increase
over the previous year.



